
CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF AN EXTRA-ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  19th MARCH 2009.
Present:
David Brown : Chair


Jonny Sykes


Douglas Micklethwait


Becki Withers


Eddie Quirk



David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :  WCC Robert Hall. 
Clerk’s note :  the requirement for this meeting was established at the previous scheduled meeting on 12th March and called by the Chairman.  The public notices were displayed at the four notice boards and agendas delivered to Members on 13th March.
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES  :  Cllr Harker (Work)  
ITEM 2 :   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST   :   Cllr Sykes declared an interest in agenda Item 4.1 which, as the applicant, was prejudicial.
ITEM 3 :   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES  - there were none.
ITEM 4:   :  PLANNING APPLICATIONS
4.1
E/09/0214/FUL :  Erection of shepherd’s cottage at West Limmer Barns, upper Chute.

Adjournment :
 The meeting was adjourned to enable Cllr Sykes (the applicant) to speak as a member of the public.   He then withdrew from the Hall for the duration of this Item.
The detail of the application, previously presented at the 12th March 2009 meeting, was re-examined and discussed at some length.  Cllr Quirk proposed that the application be fully supported without objection, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.
4.2
E/09/0266/LBC : Single storey extension + internal alterations at 3 Tolleys Cottage, Cadley

The detail of the application, previously presented at the 12th March 2009 meeting, was re-examined. Cllr Sykes proposed a position of  ‘no objection’,  seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.






ITEM 5.    ANY OTHER BUSINESS
5.1
Applications for authorisation of Work to Trees in Conservation Area   The Clerk produced the following applications for perusal – all had been provided for the Council’s response too late for itemisation in the agenda.  He noted that KDC had a backlog of such applications and were concerned to process them as quickly as practicable.
5.1.1  E/09/0272/TCA  : To fell a Cypress Tree at rear of Sylvan, Upper Chute.  The applicant had been interviewed and indicated that the tree was huge and totally unsuited to the small garden. This seemed unarguable. 
5.1.2  E/09/0291/TCA :  To fell 4 (Scotch?)Pine Trees at rear of Parsonage Farm, Upper Chute. The applicant had been interviewed and expressed concern over the height, safety and considerable age of the trees – he argued that they had little if any intrinsic value and their loss would neither impact on any neighbour or damage the environment of the village. 

(Clerk’s note : since related to the applicant, Cllr Withers declared a prejudicial interest and took no part in the discussion of this item).
5.1.3  E/09/0301/TCA : To fell Sycamore Tree at rear of Forest Lane Cottage, Upper Chute.  The applicant felt that the tree was of no value and potentially a source of problems.  Cllr Quirk noted that he, as a neighbour, was the only other person directly affected and, whilst he therefore had a demonstrable interest, he agreed with the applicant and did not intend to make any objection as a member of the public.
5.2
It was agreed that there seemed to be no basis for objection to any of these applications and the KDC specialist could be relied on to make the appropriate judgement of the value and safety of the trees.  Formal position to be resolved in due course.
5.3
‘Age No Barrier’ Week – Events.     The Chair drew attention to a letter received inviting groups/organisations to sponsor/organise an event in the locality.  It was agreed that the best course was to invite the Wednesday Club to consider this – the Clerk to pass a copy to Mrs Soper with the advice that the Council would be prepared to discuss any way in which they could facilitate any such event.
5.4
The Chair noted that the next (the Annual) meeting was scheduled for 14th May 2009 (noted also the Parish Meeting on 9th April) and there being no further business, he then closed the meeting at 20.20.
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Dated


